
AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
A school is average when a num-

ber of its students succeed.  A 
school is good when most of 
its students succeed. And a 
great school?  Well, that’s 
when all of the students are 
successful learners. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says… 
 
Attitude is about knowing 

you can do anything you 
want.  Attitude helps move 
a school from good to 
great. 



AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
Attitudes change.  Family  

engagement in schools means 
the attitude in the school 
changes. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says… 
 
The other by-product of family 

engagement is community 
support.  Parents who are 
pleased with their schools and 
whose children are doing well 
become big supporters of the 
school. 



AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
Our evaluation tools must 

take into account both how 
we’re doing and how we’re 
feeling—head and heart. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says… 
 
Educating children requires all 

of us.  Each of us does a  
different job to make the whole 
process work, and leaving one 
group out is like trying to drive 
a car with a flat tire. 



AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
Your mindset permeates 

every action and decision 
you make.  Attitude begins 
and ends with you. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says… 
 
Involve teachers in order to 

involve parents. 



AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
Attitudes change as relationships 

are established—but you must 
lead the effort by modeling and 
expecting a positive attitude 
from others. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says… 
 
Valuing and supporting what 

you want is a great deal more 
effective than fighting against 
what you don’t want.  What 
you resist persists.  Put your 
effort into recognizing what 
you want. 



AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
Our job is to help parents identify 

skills, build confidence, and 
show them how they can use 
their knowledge to help their 
children. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says… 
 
When family learning is the goal, 

schools engage parents in the 
building as well as those who 
can’t be there. 



AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
Student goals become important 

to parents when they have  
participated in the decision-
making and delivery of  
services. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
The data shows us what we’re 

doing, but it doesn’t show us 
how we’re feeling about the 
situation or project. 



AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says... 
 
Every parent wants their child 

to be successful in whatever 
way they evaluate success.  
Goals must be about more 
than a few children gaining 
recognition. 

AN EDUCATOR’S GUIDE TO FAMILY ENGAGEMENT. 

Dr. Joni says… 
 
Your favorite quote goes 

here. 
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