The Parent Connection Discussion Questions

The following are questions and considerations for chapters 7 through 10 of The Parent Connection. 


Chapter 7: E – Evaluate Progress
· Dr. Joni says that family engagement in schools means that attitudes in the school change. Evaluation includes both the head and the heart. What you feel is important. Walk around your school and contrast the feelings that were prevalent at the beginning of the school year, to the feelings that are prevalent now. What differences to you feel?




Chapter 8: F – Follow-Through
· Do you see follow-through as an action step in your family engagement planning? In what way? How does your team demonstrate follow-through?





Chapter 9: G – Go For Great!
· Page 131 states that success is defined by whatever you perceive it to be. Has your family engagement team determined how their success will be defined? How does having or not having a clear definition of success impact your team’s planning process?





Chapter 10: Engaging Parents – Even When Funds are Fizzling
· Dr. Joni says that there are only two obstacles to including parents in their children’s learning. One belongs to educators and one belongs to parents. The obstacle that we as educators need to address is our perceptions. Have the perceptions of families or family engagement changed in your school? If not, what are some things that can be included in the planning for next year that would address perceptions?






