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File 01a – JFISC – Partner Support Portal – Shared Documents Folder

P2125  PARTNER ACTIVITIES
BOARD POLICY: 
The Board of Education authorizes school and district partner development, which involve collaborative relationships that impact student learning and improved academic achievement. Partner activities create a spirit of involvement and concern for public education. Participants in the on-going relationships shall develop and manage partner activities. All campuses are expected to participate in the development, reporting, and recognition of partner activities as defined in this policy. In this policy and any activities that may occur in its implementation, the term "partner" is used only informally. A partner activity agreement is not intended to, nor shall it be deemed to indicate or create, a legal partnership, joint venture, or agency relationship between USD 259 and any other person or entity.
Administrative Implemental Procedures:
1. Definitions
Activities shall be consistent with the mission of the district and Kansas Partners in Education, an organization of school districts, companies, organizations, and governmental agencies that support public education partner development.
a) A School Partner Activity is an on-going, cooperative, and mutually beneficial relationship between one school and an individual, company, or organization. 
b) A District Partner Activity is an on-going, cooperative, and mutually beneficial relationship between the district and an individual, company, or organization. A group of schools (e.g., elementary) or all schools may participate.
2. Inclusions
a) Programs that receive and/or provide district financial support while cooperating in district programs (e.g., Arts Partners and Communities in Schools) are considered partner activities.
b) Partners may receive intangible benefits as a result of relationships. These may include, but are not limited to, work experience, recognition, increased awareness, and transformation.
3. Limitations
The following types of transactions are not considered partner activities unless they are part of on-going, cooperative, and mutually beneficial relationships.
1. Unrestricted monetary donations to a school or the district. These donations are to be acknowledged with an IRS receipt.
1. Non-cash donations to a school or the district. These donations are to be acknowledged with an IRS receipt. The donor must establish Fair Market Value of non-cash donations.
1. Donations to a school or the district for which the donor receives an in-kind contribution.
1. Scholarships or other student financial rewards. 
1. Contracts/bids for which students are paid for goods or services.
1. Contracts for services and/or products paid by the school, district, students, or patrons.
4. Development and Management
a) Participants in the on-going relationships shall develop and manage partner activities (e.g., Northwest DECA manages the Attend Classes Everyday program). 
b) School staff and community members may collaborate to develop and manage partner activities. Prior to the creation of a district partner activity, the district-level developer of that activity shall ensure complementary relationships among existing district programs or partners by checking the Partners DataBank.
c) Originators and managers of partner activities shall track, annually review, and report all activities as per AIP 5.
5. Agreements
Schools, district offices, other programs, and their respective partners shall develop written partner activity agreements or memoranda that describe the purpose, benefits, and reporting responsibilities. These non-binding agreements will help facilitate continuity in the event of leadership transitions.
6. Reporting
Schools and district offices shall report all partner activities via the Partners DataBank on the district’s Internet site. Any partner may choose not to publish their contact information in the Partners DataBank; such contact information may be used only for internal reporting purposes. 
7. Support
Partner training and recruitment, development, management, and recognition support will be provided.
8. Recognition
Schools and district offices will recognize partner activities in order to acknowledge the value of these ongoing relationships. Schools and district offices are responsible for reporting partner information via the Partners DataBank in order to be recognized.

Board counsel has approved this policy as to legal form and content.
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